Road-Rail Transport

the best use of the existing stock. Surplus locomotives,
if likely to be required for further use, should be taken
out of traffic and tallowed down/' si

A similar conclusion was reached with regard to the
supply of coaches, and the statistics relating to the per-
centage of carriages awaiting or under repair showed a
tendency to increase. Other measures they recommended
were the introduction of mobile gangs as in Great Britain
and South Africa so as to save time and labour, reduction
in the number of gatemen, and they suggested the devicing
of ways and means whereby better use of fishplates could
be made. With regard to railway workshops, they suggested
an amalgamation for the construction of building carriages
and believed that they could be concentrated at the
Matunga Workshops of the G.I.P. Railway ; at the Lilloah
Workshops of the E.I.R. for broad gauge carriages and the
workshop of the Eastern Bengal Railway for metre gauge
stock.

Consequent upon these recommendations, various admini-
strations have undertaken some measures. On the E.LR.
an intensive use of goods engines resulted in a saving of
Bs. 38,250 and on the N.W.R. the engine miles per engine
day increased from 108 in 1937 to 113 in 1938. On the
N.W.R. special measures were devised to decrease the
number of hotboxes from 1182 to 918 in 1937-38.

We need not attempt here to make a catalogue of all the
economy measures recommended by this Committee nor
seed we make a detailed investigation into these statistics.
Wfcat is sought to be demonstrated is that, on their own
showing, the Railways can, if they endeavour, effect con-
skkrable economies. But this they seem to do only when
titeir revenue receipts. It is, therefore, suggested
should be devised as a conscious mode
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